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Document 0027

Ms. Ellen Russell

Dear Ms. Russell,

I am very concerned about U.S. power plant developers taking advantage of less
stringent standards in Mexico to profit at the expense of public health and the
environment. I ask that the Department of Energy require that Sempra Energy and
Intergen mitigate the impacts of their power plants before granting presidential permits,
and that DOE condition any permits on mitigation.

Communities along the U.S.-Mexico border suffer from poor air quality and scarcity of
clean water. Imperial County, California, has the highest childhood asthma rate in the
state. Pulmonary sickness rates are also elevated in Mexicali, a city of 600,000 just
south of Imperial County in Mexico.

The draft EIS prepared by DOE for these two power plants clearly identifies significant
air and water impacts, while at the same time concluding that these impacts do not
reach a sufficient level of significance to require mitigation. DOE misapplies U.S. air
quality regulations, ignores the Colorado River Basin water quality ceiling of 4,000
mg/l salinity, and ignores impacts in Mexico when inclusion of these impacts further
demonstrates the need for impact mitigation and conditional permitting.

DOE should not place the economic interests of U.S. power developers ahead of the
public health of U.S. and Mexican citizens living in the vicinity of these plants, nor
ahead of the need to protect the New River, an important source of fresh water for the
Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge. I urge you to craft adequate air and water quality
mitigation measures in the final EIS and in any permits based thereon, that effectively
address the air and water quality impacts caused by these two power plants.

Sincerely,

Carole Levenson
492 Staten Avenue #1103
Oakland, California 94610

Document 0028

Dear Ms. Russell,
I believe it is important that energy producers outside the United States meet our
environmental standards. Please make sure the environment is protected fully.
Thank You
Martin Pleasant
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Document 0029

Ellen Russell
NEPA Document Manager
Office of Fossil Energy (FE-27)
U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20585-0350

Dear Ellen Russell,

I am very concerned about U.S. power plant developers taking advantage of less
stringent environmental standards in Mexico to profit at the expense of public health
and the environment. I ask that the Department of Energy (DOE) require that Sempra
Energy and Intergen mitigate the impacts of their power plants before being granted
presidential permits, and that DOE condition any permits on mitigation.

Communities along the U.S.-Mexico border already suffer from poor air quality and
scarcity of clean water. Imperial County, California, has the highest childhood asthma
rate in the state. Pulmonary sickness rates are also elevated in Mexicali, a city of
600,000 just south of Imperial County in Mexico. The DOE’s failure to insist on
emission offsets for nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate emissions from Intergen’s La
Rosita Power Complex and Sempra’s Termoelectrica de Mexicali threatens the health
and well-being of highly stressed communities on both sides of the border.

The draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) prepared by the DOE for these two
power plants clearly identifies significant air and water impacts, while at the same
time concludes that these problems do not reach a sufficient level of significance to
require mitigation. The DOE misapplies U.S. air quality regulations, ignores the
Colorado River Basin water quality ceiling of 4,000 mg/l salinity, and ignores impacts
in Mexico when inclusion of these effects further demonstrates the need for mitigation
and conditional permitting.

The DOE should not place the economic interests of U.S. power developers ahead of
the public health of U.S. and Mexican citizens, nor ahead of the need to protect the
New River, an important source of fresh water for the Salton Sea National Wildlife
Refuge. I urge you to craft adequate air and water quality mitigation measures in the
final EIS and in any permits based upon them.

Sincerely,

Document 0030

Dear Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham c/o Mrs. Ellen Russell

  Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham,

The majority of California residents, along with
Greenpeace, are demanding clean renewable resources, but
multinational corporations are pressuring both States to
invest in foreign liquid natural gas that could fuel an
explosion of dirty power plants on the border. Instead, the
U.S. and Mexican governments should be working to bring
clean renewable energy to Mexico and the California.

The residents of the California and Mexico border deserve
clean renewable energy sources.  These populations suffer
from poor air quality and scarcity of water.  Imperial
County, California has by far the highest childhood asthma
rates in the State.  Pulmonary sickness rates are also
elevated in Mexicali, a city of 600,000 just south of
Imperial County.  The county is a Federal non-attainment
area for PM10 and ozone.   Air monitoring data available
for Mexicali show the cityâ�����������	�
������
�	���
������

as conditions in Imperial County.  DOEâ�������	����
�������

on emission offsets for nitrogen oxide (NOx) and PM10
emissions from Intergenâ�����������
������������	���������

and Sempraâ����TermoelÃ©ctrica de Mexicali (TDM), threatens
the health and well being of communities on both sides of
the border.  Adequate air and water quality mitigation
measures must be included in the final EIS to effectively
address the air and water quality impacts caused by the
LRPC and TDM power plants.

The recent scandal involving Intergenâ���������������
�
���

of its environmental practices indicates that Presidential
Permits should not be granted.  Intergen displayed its
complete disregard for the pollution control commitments
made to the DOE by failing to install advanced smog
controls on one of its two export units at the time of
commercial startup (June 2003). When local communities
discovered Intergenâ�������	�����
�������	
�������
������
�

forced shutdown of the unit, which ended only when the
appropriate pollution control system was installed. The
uncontrolled unit generated hundreds of tons of NOx beyond
what the DOE estimated when initially granting a
Presidential Permit that allowed Intergen to transmit power
to the U.S.   While the situation has now been corrected,
the damages done while the plant was operating without
meeting environmental standards are reprehensible.  The
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